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                 GRAND COUNTY COMMISSION & 
         PLANNING COMMISSION JOINT WORKSHOP  

   
 

                                        Held virtually on Zoom 
               

Dial: (669) 900 - 6833   Meeting ID: 851 7082 0571  #   Password (if needed): 214317  Unmute: *6 

Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85170820571?pwd=M24yQjRIdElCejUxTUlFeXFoZHNQQT09 
 

WATCH ON YOUTUBE - search for: “GRAND COUNTY UTAH GOVERNMENT” 

 

AGENDA 
Tuesday, February 15, 2022 

 
2:00 p.m.  

 Call to Order  
 General Business- Action Items- Discussion and Consideration of: 

A. Land Use Scenario Planning:  

1)  Timetable and deliverables (John Guenther, Planning & Zoning Director)  

2)  Presentation on scenarios and decision points (Bill Grimes, SCJ Alliance) 

3)  Section breakdown and roundtable discussion 

4)  Closing and summary (John Guenther, Planning & Zoning Director and Bill Grimes, SCJ 
Alliance) 

 

 
 Adjourn  

 
NOTICE OF SPECIAL ACCOMMODATION DURING PUBLIC MEETINGS. In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, individuals with special 
needs requests wishing to attend County Commission meetings are encouraged to contact the County two (2) business days in advance of these 
events. Specific accommodations necessary to allow participation of disabled persons will be provided to the maximum extent possible. T.D.D. 
(Telecommunication Device for the Deaf) calls can be answered at: (435) 259-1346. Individuals with speech and/or hearing impairments may also call 
the Relay Utah by dialing 711. Spanish Relay Utah: 1 (888) 346-3162 
 
It is hereby the policy of Grand County that elected and appointed representatives, staff and members of Grand County Commission may participate in 
meetings through electronic means.  Any form of telecommunication may be used, as long as it allows for real time interaction in the way of 
discussions, questions and answers, and voting. 
 
At the Grand County Commission meetings/hearings any citizen, property owner, or public official may be heard on any agenda subject. The number of 
persons heard and the time allowed for each individual may be limited at the sole discretion of the Chair. On matters set for public hearings there is a three-minute 
time limit per person to allow maximum public participation. Upon being recognized by the Chair, please advance to the microphone, state your full name and 
address, whom you represent, and the subject matter. No person shall interrupt legislative proceedings.  
 
Requests for inclusion on an agenda and supporting documentation must be received by 5:00 PM on the Wednesday prior to a regular Commission 
Meeting and forty-eight (48) hours prior to any Special Commission Meeting. Information relative to these meetings/hearings may be obtained at the Grand 
County Commission’s Office, 125 East Center Street, Moab, Utah; (435) 259-1346.  
 
 
 

 

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85170820571?pwd%3DM24yQjRIdElCejUxTUlFeXFoZHNQQT09&sa=D&source=calendar&ust=1622558055397000&usg=AOvVaw3kyggO0poLAGEQG4MJDzF9


GRAND COUNTY GENERAL PLAN 2030 
“Adventurous Small Town Spirit” 

 
 

General Plan 2030 and Strategic Plan 
Proposed Consideration and Adoption Timetable 

February 9, 2022 
A. Purpose – to identify the steps toward consideration and adoption of the 2030 General Plan 

(GP).  Various future plans, when completed, will update the GP draft.  Those plans are (with 
potential adoptions dates): 

1. The Land Use Analysis – (underway - June 2022); 
2. Unified Transportation Master Plan (UTMP – underway – June 2022); 
3. Economic Development Master Plan (2022 budget? – December 2022); 
4. Impact fee and capital project analysis (2022 budget? – December 2022); and 
5. Public Engagement master plan and Strategic Plan (internal – February 2022); and Community 

GP update – GP Phase II development (February to December 2022) 
 

B. Dates and Potential Actions – the following remain tentative but give the Commission a 
framework for consideration for both Phase I and II, and related updates: 

1. November 10, 2021 – Public open house; 

2. November 19 – Draft GP (attached with track changes) forwarded to stakeholders; 

3. November/December 2021 – Staff meetings - vetting of Draft Strategic Plan and GP; 

4. December 2 – Steering Committee Update and guidance; Planning Commission (PC) tasks 
and sharing with County Commission (CC); 

5. December 13 – Planning Commission workshop; 

6. January 10 – Joint PC and CC workshop on GP and Strategic Plan (SP); 

7. January 10 – February 25, 2022 – Pre-final GP and SP submitted to public review; 

8. February 18 – Staff review II of Strategic Plan; 

9. February 22 – Steering Committee meeting; 

10. March 3, 2022 – Proposed public open house with land use updates and draft proposals – 
outside at Star Court; 

11. March 14, 2022 – PC consideration for GP/SP adoption; direction to proceed with Phase II; 
and 

12. April 5, 2022 – CC consideration for GP/SP adoption. 



Land Use Scenario Planning
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http://www.grandcountyconnects.com/


Grand County’s
General Plan
Policy direction for 20-years

 Transportation
 Housing

 Economic Development

 Land Use



Grand County’s
General Plan
Zoning updates

Cooperative decision-making

Small area plans/neighborhood plans

Level of service planning

Consistency with land use code



Consensus on desired future condition
Goals and policies to reach it
Implementation actions & strategies

Vision-Based Planning
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Grand County Context
 96% land in public ownership

 Federal, state and tribal jurisdiction

 Resource-based economy

 Tourism-based economy

 Water scarcity

 Climate change vulnerability



96% land in public ownership
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Consensus on desired future condition
Goals and policies to reach it
Implementation actions & strategies
20 years, in increments
Policy alignment
Anticipating surprises
Testing different variables

Scenario-Based Planning



Conditions vs. Choices

 Recognizes influences the county 
cannot control
 Shifts focus on conditions to 

which the county must respond
 Recasts choices to respect 

shifting, uncertain conditions
 Applies values from vision to 

develop response for each 
scenario



Influences



Similarities/Principles
 Arid landscape & water availability

 Geographical constraints
 Public land ownership

 Compact form

 Recreation access
 Historic identity

 Land use/transportation 
interdependence

 Economic/fiscal resilience



Scenario A: 
Moab and its 
Fringe
Conditions



Scenario A: 
Moab and its Fringe

• Concentrates future growth within 
Moab and in those areas already 
characterized by urban 
development 

• Builds up, not out
• Fits the metro area and 

acknowledges existing infrastructure 
• Recognizes much of Spanish Valley 

already is platted



Scenario B: 
The 191 
Corridor
Conditions



Scenario B: 
The 191 Corridor 
“Nodes & Neighborhoods”

• Anticipates continued development 
in Spanish Valley

• Organizes incremental urbanization in 
a pattern of nodes and 
neighborhoods

• Nodes appear at prominent 
intersections, offering a compact 
arrangement of local services 

• Works within the existing 
development pattern



Scenario C: 
Spanish 
Valley
Conditions



Scenario C:
Spanish Valley Modeling
“Rural by Design”

• Facilitates and encourages agricultural 
activity in Spanish Valley 

• Values farming as a critical component 
of local land use, economic diversity, 
and community character

• Applies similar community type to 
Canyonlands Airport, Thompson 
Springs, and Cisco 

• Gathers development in clusters, 
surrounded by open land



Setting Our Path –
Scenario style

 Considering likely futures
 Anticipating shifts in the way we 

provide services
 Anticipating changes in our daily lives
 Enabling flexibility to respond to 

surprises



Direction

Vision priorities
Impacts assessment
Probability
Preferences
Policy integration
First five years



Exercise



Public Workshop

Star Court (next to City Hall)
Check website for details!
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